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ABSTRACT

Amid globalisation, technological advancement, and shifting pedagogical
paradigms, teaching Indian languages has become an important field of study. Language
education is essential for cultural transmission, identity formation, cognitive development,
and social participation because India's diverse linguistic ecosystem includes hundreds of
languages and dialects. This chapter advocates a shift from traditional pedagogy to more
contemporary, competency-based, learner-centred, and interactive methods. It explores
task-based and project-based learning, collaborative and inquiry-based pedagogy,
reflective practice, and translanguaging as successful strategies that foster meaningful
engagement with linguistic and cultural content, drawing on constructivism, communicative
language teaching, sociocultural theory, experiential learning, and multilingual education.
The chapter also examines how digital technologies, such as digital storytelling, virtual
classrooms, mobile learning apps, multimedia resources, and Al-powered language tools,
can create learning experiences that are accessible, personalised, and interactive. While
issues like the digital gap, poor infrastructure, and disparities in technical literacy require
careful consideration, these technologies can help preserve and spread regional and
indigenous languages. The paper discusses multilingualism, mother-tongue-based
education, curriculum creation, assessment reform, and teacher preparation in the context
of the National Education Policy 2020. It argues that to strengthen India's linguistic diversity
and cultural legacy while fostering communicative competence, critical literacy, multilingual
awareness, educational equity, and lifelong learning, educators must integrate innovative
pedagogical approaches with cultural and linguistic sensitivity.

Keywords: Indian Language Education, Modern Pedagogy, Multilingual Education,

Digital Language Learning, and National Education Policy 2020.
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Introduction

Language holds culture, history,
identity, and shared memories. It is also
how people communicate. Language
education is essential to keeping traditions
alive. It also helps people move up in
society. It brings different groups together in
a country like India, which has many
has hundreds of

languages. India

languages and dialects from language

families like Indo-Aryan, Dravidian,
Austroasiatic, and Tibeto-Burman. Some of
these native languages are still widely
spoken in India. The Constitution of India
includes twenty-two languages in the Eighth
Schedule (Agnihotri, 2014). There is a big
problem. The problem is a growing gap
between India's linguistic diversity and how
language is taught. Many Indian languages
are struggling to survive, with too few books
and materials, too little support, and
teaching methods that no longer fit students'
needs. This chapter examines how new
teaching methods can improve language
instruction. It also aims to help keep these
languages alive and revive them. The goal
is to help students speak well, understand
culture, feel included and learn on their own
(Cummins, 2000).

Language teaching has changed a
lot because of global connections and new
teaching approaches. People now see that
teaching methods—Ilike memorising
grammar rules, focusing on textbooks, and

having teachers do most of the talking—are
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not enough for today's students. These old
ways don't help students speak, think
creatively, or use technology. New teaching
approaches focus on student-led learning,
collaboration, hands-on learning, and using
technology to support learning. These new
approaches help students think more, be
creative, solve problems, and use language
in new ways. Research still needs to show
how to combine these new teaching
methods with Indian language instruction.
Some studies have examined speaking-
based teaching, blended online and in-
person learning, artificial intelligence, and
multilingual instruction. Still, little has been
done to create teaching methods that fit
India's language, culture, and society. The
goal is to explore teaching approaches such
as digital tools, videos, group work, real-life
learning, artificial intelligence, and blended
online and in-person classes. These
approaches should make language learning
more fun, fair, and effective. (Mishra &
Koehler 2006)

The importance of using a learner's
language in school and using new teaching
methods has been highlighted by the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. In
this context, language teaching needs a
major shift that connects the past with new
ways of learning. The challenge is harder
because we must keep language and
culture alive while also navigating a more
connected world, using digital tools, and

building job-ready skills for the future. More
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research is needed not only on access to
technology, but also on whether it works
well in teaching, is easy to use, fits the
culture, and supports schools across India.
This chapter examines the ideas behind
teaching, new ways to teach, the use of
technology, the problems, and what may
happen in the future of teaching Indian
languages. It aims to create a fair, student-
focused approach that respects culture and
uses technology to strengthen Indian
language education and keep the nation's
language and culture alive.
Understanding the Linguistic Diversity of
India

India is one of the most linguistically
diverse countries in the world. Centuries of
cultural connection, migration, trade,
religious interchange, political change, and
societal evolution are all reflected in its
language environment. In India, language
serves as a symbol of identity, heritage,
community membership, and cultural
continuity in addition to being a tool for
communication.

Understanding linguistic

diversity is crucial for teaching Indian
languages effectively because the country's
remarkable linguistic plurality offers both
unique opportunities and  significant
challenges for language education.
Historical Foundations of Linguistic
Diversity: India's linguistic diversity has
evolved over thousands of years through
interactions among different ethnic, cultural,

and linguistic groups. Sanskrit emerged as
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a significant literary, philosophical, religious,
and scholarly language in ancient India.
Prakrit and Pali served as languages for
both

conversation. Over time, these languages

religious discourse and everyday
shaped regional tongues and dialects.
India's linguistic identities grew through
migration, trade, invasions, colonial ties,
and cultural blending. In the Middle Ages,
Persian and Arabic left a mark on languages
such as Urdu and added many words to
several local tongues (Annamalai, 2001).
English first appeared during this period and
later became

key in government,

universities, science, tech, and global
discourse. Today, India's language scene is
enriched, with global, native, local and old
languages all living and mixing all the time
(Agnihotri, 2014).

Major Language Families of India:
India's linguistic diversity is reflected in
each with

multiple language families,

distinct historical origins, grammatical
structures, and literary traditions.
Indo-Aryan  Language  Family:
Indians speak languages in the Indo-Aryan
language family, the country's largest
group. Hindi, Bengali, Marathi, Gujarati,
Odia,

Kashmiri, Sindhi and Urdu are among the

Punjabi, Assamese, Konkani,
languages in the Aryan language family.

These languages have a literary and
cultural heritage rooted in ancient Indo-
2001).

Spoken across much of central India, Hindi

European traditions (Annamalai,
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is one of the Union Government's official
languages. Bengali has a literary history
that includes authors like Rabindranath
Marathi,

Assamese, and Odia have made similar

Tagore. Gujarati,  Punjabi,
contributions to cultural identity and literary
output.
Dravidian Language Family:
Southern India is home to most speakers of
the Dravidian language family. Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada, and Malayalam are

important Dravidian languages. These
languages continue to thrive in modern
society and have long-standing literary
that

languages. Tamil has a literary history

traditions predate many modern
spanning more than two millennia and is
frequently considered one of the oldest
extant classical languages in the world.
Telugu, Kannada, and Malayalam also have
substantial and

literary, philosophical,

cultural traditions. Dravidian languages
have significantly shaped Southern India's
social, and cultural
(Annamalai, 2001).

Austroasiatic Language Family: The

political, landscape

languages of the Austroasiatic family are
mostly spoken by tribal people in eastern
and central India. This group includes
languages like Santali, Mundari, Ho, and
Khasi.

indigenous

These languages  preserve

knowledge systems, oral

histories, and distinctive cultural practices.

Despite their importance, many

Austroasiatic languages struggle with
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documentation, educational representation,
and language maintenance. Maintaining
and these

advancing languages is

increasingly recognised as crucial to
cultural sustainability.

Tibeto-Burman Language Family:
Northeastern India and portions of the
Himalayan area are home to the Tibeto-
Burman language family. This family
includes languages like Bodo, Manipuri
(Meitei),

several others. These languages reflect the

Naga languages, Mizo, and
tremendous ethnic and cultural variety of

the northeastern states. Many have

sophisticated  written literatures and
extensive oral traditions. Integrating them
into educational systems helps preserve
indigenous identities and cultural heritage.
Constitutional
The

recognises the nation's linguistic variety

Recognition  of

Languages: Indian  Constitution

through several clauses intended to
safeguard and advance several languages.
Hindi,
Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani, Malayalam,
Marathi, Nepali, Odia, Punjabi, Sanskrit,

Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Bodo, Dogri, Maithili,

Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati,

Manipuri, Santali, and Sindhi are among the
twenty-two languages officially recognised
the Eighth Schedule. Through

educational programs, literary promotion,

under

governmental communication, and cultural

preservation, constitutional recognition
offers both symbolic and practical support

for language growth. It represents India's
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dedication to democratic inclusivity and
Additionally, the

constitutional framework favours mother-

linguistic  diversity.
tongue instruction, especially in the early
years of schooling, and acknowledges the
rights of linguistic minorities.
Multilingualism as a Social Reality:
Indian society's pervasive multilingualism is
one of its most notable characteristics.
Indians often use many languages in
different social settings, unlike many other
nations where a single language dominates
communication. The average person may
speak one language at home, use another
at school, communicate in a third at work,
and encounter other languages through
public communication and the media. This
phenomenon creates a dynamic language
environment marked by code-switching,
code-mixing, and multilingual interaction. In
India, multilingualism offers cultural, social,
and cognitive benefits. Research shows
that exhibit

improved competency,

multilingual people often
intercultural
cognitive flexibility, and problem-solving

skills. Exposure to multiple linguistic
systems also contributes to greater cultural
awareness and social adaptability.
Educators should view multilingualism as
Modern

an asset, not an obstacle.

pedagogical  approaches increasingly
recognise students' multilingual repertoires
as valuable learning resources.

Dialects and Regional Variations:

India has an enormous diversity of dialects
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and regional speech styles in addition to its

official languages. While dialects are
mutually intelligible with standard language
differ in
pronunciation,
Hindi
including  Bundeli,
Chhattisgarhi, Awadhi, Bhojpuri, Braj, and

Haryanvi. Bengali, Marathi, Tamil, and other

varieties, they frequently

vocabulary, syntax, and

cultural expressions. has many

regional variations,

languages also show notable regional

differences. Dialects are significant cultural

assets that reflect regional histories,

customs, folklore, and identities.

Recognising dialect diversity in educational
systems can

promote inclusivity and

student confidence. Ignoring dialectal

variation can make learning harder,
especially for pupils whose native tongue
differs from the standard language used in
classrooms. As a result, modern language
instruction promotes appreciation for
linguistic diversity while progressively
increasing skill in conventional forms
(Agnihotri, 2014).

Indigenous and Tribal Languages:
Many indigenous and tribal languages are
spoken by various communities throughout
India. These languages often preserve oral
traditions, cultural practices, ecological
knowledge, and distinct worldviews. Many
indigenous languages face language shift
decline  because remain

and they

underrepresented in formal schooling.
Linguistic diversity has declined in some

areas because of migration, urbanisation,
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economic constraints, and the dominance
of major languages. Indigenous language
preservation is crucial for social justice,
educational equity, and cultural reasons.
causes cultural

Language loss often

heritage and important knowledge systems

to vanish. Incorporating indigenous
languages into curricula can improve
learning outcomes, foster cultural
continuity, and increase community

involvement (Agnihotri, 2014).
Linguistic Diversity and Educational
While

enriches Indian society, it also creates

Challenges: linguistic  diversity

significant challenges for educational

planning and implementation. Some major

challenges include:

v' Developing multilingual curricula that
accommodate diverse learners.

v" Producing quality teaching materials in
multiple languages.

v' Training teachers to work effectively in
multilingual classrooms.

v' Balancing regional language promotion
with national and global communication
needs.

v' Ensuring equitable access to
educational resources across linguistic
communities.

v" Designing fair and inclusive
assessment systems.

Classrooms' linguistic heterogeneity
often requires teachers to address students'
varying
Effective pedagogical

levels of language proficiency.

strategies must
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therefore be flexible, inclusive, and
responsive to local linguistic realities.
Linguistic Diversity as a Resource
for Language Teaching: Contemporary
thought

linguistic variety as a teaching tool rather

educational increasingly views
than an issue to be resolved. Through
comparison, transfer, and metalinguistic
awareness, learners'

prior  linguistic

knowledge can aid in the acquisition of new

languages. Throughout the learning
process, methods like translanguaging,
multilingual pedagogy, and culturally

sensitive teaching enable students to use all

of their linguistic resources. These methods

encourage greater student confidence,
participation, and comprehension.
Additionally, linguistic diversity offers

chances to expose pupils to a variety of
literary traditions, cultural viewpoints, and
communication styles. This exposure helps
students become more interculturally
competent and better equipped to work in
pluralistic settings.

Significance for Modern Pedagogy:
Applying

methodologies

contemporary pedagogical

effectively in language
instruction requires understanding India's
linguistic variety. Teachers who value their
students' linguistic backgrounds can better
provide relevant learning experiences and
inclusive learning environments.
Contemporary pedagogy acknowledges
that language acquisition is closely linked to
and social interaction.

culture, identity,
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Therefore, teachers must be sensitive to
linguistic variation, cultural diversity, and
teach Indian

multilingual realities to

languages effectively. By embracing
linguistic diversity, teachers can create
that

diversity, encourage social inclusion, and

environments celebrate cultural

facilitate meaningful conversation in

language courses. Beyond improving
language learning outcomes, this strategy
helps preserve India's rich linguistic legacy
and foster democratic, culturally sensitive
individuals (Cummins, 2000).

Theoretical Foundations of Modern
Language Pedagogy

Over the past century, language

instruction has changed substantially.
Learner-centered, communicative, and
technology-enhanced techniques have

replaced teacher-centered and grammar-
oriented ones. A range of theoretical
stances that explain how languages are
learned, processed, and used in significant
social contexts forms the foundation of
contemporary language instruction. These
influence

theories curriculum  design,

classroom interaction, assessment
techniques, and educational policy, serving
as the theoretical cornerstone of modern
teaching methods. Understanding these
theoretical underpinnings is crucial for
creating pedagogical approaches in Indian
that

address the multilingual, multicultural, and

language education successfully

technologically advanced realities of
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modern society. Drawing on linguistics,
psychology, sociology, education, cognitive
communication studies,

science, and

modern language pedagogy is

multidisciplinary. It recognises language
learning as a complex process involving
cognitive development, social interaction,
cultural participation, and identity formation.
The following theoretical perspectives have
significantly  influenced  contemporary
language teaching practices.

Behaviourist Theory and Language
Leaming: Behaviourism, largely associated
with psychologists like B. F. Skinner, was
one of the first major theories of language
acquisition. According to behaviourist
theory, learning develops habits through
stimulus-response linkages strengthened
by feedback and repetition. Behaviourism
holds that people acquire language through
imitation, practice, reinforcement, and
Through

positive reinforcement, learners gradually

conditioning. repetition and

acquire proper language habits after
hearing and imitating linguistic forms. In the
middle of the 20th century, this theory had a
big impact on language teaching
approaches, especially the Audio-Lingual
Method, which focused on:

v Repetition and drills

v" Memorisation of dialogues

v Pronunciation practice

v Habit formation

v Immediate correction of errors
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Behaviourism was later criticised for
ignoring the cognitive and creative aspects
of language use, even though it offered
into  practice and

useful  insights

reinforcement. Humans actively create
meanings and produce original utterances
rather than just mimicking language.
However, when combined with broader
behaviourist

communication objectives,

practice components like structured
exercises and pronunciation drills are still
used in language schools.

Cognitive Theory and Language
Acquisition: Cognitive methods in language
learning

emerged in response to

behaviourism's limitations.
which highlight the

processes involved in language acquisition,

Cognitive
theories, mental
are influenced by academics like Noam
that

language acquisition is a natural human

Chomsky. Chomsky contended

ability, challenging the behaviourist
viewpoint. According to his theory of the
(LAD),

children are naturally inclined to acquire

Language Acquisition Device
language. This viewpoint emphasises that
language use is creative and generative.
Cognitive theories argue that students
actively process information, create mental
models, and build linguistic knowledge

through  comprehension rather than
repetition. From a cognitive standpoint,
acquiring a language entails:
v Information processing

v" Memory development
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v' Pattern recognition
v Rule formation
v" Problem-solving abilities

Indian language schools use
cognitive techniques to help students
examine

identify grammatical patterns,

linguistic structures, and cultivate
metalinguistic awareness. Activities such as
language

games, problem-solving

exercises, text analysis, and reflection
exercises support cognitive engagement
and deeper learning.
Constructivist Theory:
Constructivism is one of the most important
pillars of contemporary  education.
Constructivism, linked to academics like
Jean Piaget and Lev Vygotsky, views
education as an active process in which
students create knowledge by interacting
with  their surroundings. Constructivist
theory holds that students do not directly
learn from their teachers. Instead, students
interpret their experiences, connect new
and existing knowledge, and develop their
own worldviews. Constructivist language
instruction emphasises:
v Active participation
v" Meaning-making
v Learner autonomy
v Experiential learning
v Collaborative inquiry
Constructivist ideas encourage
teachers to provide opportunities for inquiry,

debate, introspection, and problem-solving
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in language schools. Instead of memorising
grammar rules, students engage with real-
world language scenarios, communicative
exercises, and authentic texts. Students
studying Hindi, Gujarati, Tamil, Bengali, or
any other Indian language, for instance, can
build comprehension through project work,
storytelling, cultural research, and group
activities that link language acquisition to
real-world situations.

Piaget's Cognitive Constructivism:
Jean Piaget's theory of cognitive
development has significantly influenced
language education. Piaget proposed that
learners progress through developmental
stages and actively construct knowledge
through interaction with their environment.
Key concepts of Piagetian theory include:
v Assimilation
v" Accommodation
v' Schema development
v Active exploration

Language learning occurs when
learners integrate new linguistic information
into existing cognitive structures and modify
those  structures when  necessary.
Educational implications include:
v' Age-appropriate instruction
v Discovery learning
v" Hands-on activities
v Learner-centered environments

Indian language educators can
apply Piagetian principles by encouraging
learners to explore language patterns,

engage in meaningful communication, and
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develop understanding through experience
rather than passive reception.
Vygotsky's Sociocultural Theory:
Lev Vygotsky's sociocultural theory is
especially pertinent to language instruction
among modern educational theories.
According to Vygotsky, learning is a social
activity mediated by interaction and
This hypothesis holds that

engaging in social activities and conversing

language.

with more experienced people fosters
cognitive development. Two key ideas are
as follows:

The Zone of Proximal Development
(ZPD): The ZPD refers to the gap between
what learners can accomplish
independently and what they can achieve
with guidance and support. Effective
teaching occurs when instruction targets
this developmental zone, enabling learners
to progress beyond their current
capabilities.

Scaffolding: Scaffolding refers to
temporary support provided by teachers,
peers, or instructional materials that helps
learners accomplish challenging tasks.
Examples include:

v" Guided questioning
v Vocabulary support
v" Modelling language use
v Collaborative learning activities
In multilingual Indian classrooms,

scaffolding can help learners navigate
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complex linguistic tasks while gradually

developing independence.
Communicative

Dell

communicative competence transformed

Competence

Theory: Hymes' concept of
language teaching by shifting attention from

grammatical knowledge to effective

communication. Communicative

competence encompasses several
dimensions:
v' Grammatical competence
v Sociolinguistic competence
v Discourse competence
v Strategic competence
Beyond

knowing  grammatical

principles, language learners must
understand how to use language effectively
in various social and cultural contexts.
Since learners frequently employ languages
in a variety of social contexts, such as family
relationships, educational settings,
professional communication, and internet
platforms, communicative competence is
particularly crucial for Indian language
instruction.

Communicative Language Teaching
(CLT):

competence

Building upon communicative

theory, Communicative
Language Teaching emerged as a major
the

twentieth century. CLT emphasizes:

pedagogical approach during late
v" Meaningful communication

v" Authentic language use

v Interactive learning
v

Fluency development
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v Learner participation
Classroom activities include:
v" Role plays

v" Group discussions

v Interviews

Simulations

Debates

AERNERN

Problem-solving tasks
Rather than treating language as a
collection of grammatical structures, CLT
views language as a tool for
communication. This perspective aligns well
with contemporary educational goals that
prioritise practical language skills and real-
world application.
Krashen's Theory of Second
Language Acquisition: Stephen Krashen's
contributions have significantly influenced
language teaching methodologies
worldwide. His theory consists of several
interconnected hypotheses.
Acquisition-Leaming  Hypothesis:
Krashen distinguishes between acquisition
and learning. Acquisition is a subconscious
process occurring through meaningful
communication. Learning is a conscious
process involving formal instruction.
Input

Hypothesis: Language

acquisition occurs when learners are
exposed to comprehensible input that is
slightly beyond their current proficiency
level. Teachers therefore need to provide
and understandable

rich language

experiences.
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Affective Filter Hypothesis:
Emotional factors such as anxiety,
motivation, confidence, and self-esteem

influence language learning. A supportive
classroom environment lowers the affective
filter and facilitates acquisition.

For Indian language classrooms,
Krashen's theory highlights the importance
of creating positive learning environments
where students feel comfortable
experimenting with language.

Multiple

Howard Gardner's

Inteligences  Theory:

theory of multiple
intelligences challenges the notion that
intelligence is a single, fixed ability. Gardner
identified several forms of intelligence,
including:

v Linguistic intelligence
Logical-mathematical intelligence
Spatial intelligence

Musical intelligence
Bodily-kinaesthetic intelligence
Interpersonal intelligence

Intrapersonal intelligence

S N N N N RN

Naturalistic intelligence

This theory encourages educators to
diversify instructional strategies and
assessment methods. Language teachers
can incorporate:
v" Music and songs
Storytelling
Drama
Visual representations

Group activities

AN N NN

Reflective writing
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Such diversity enhances learner
engagement and accommodates different
learning preferences.

Experiential Learning  Theory:
Experiential learning, associated with David
Kolb, emphasises learning through direct
experience and reflection. Kolb's learning
cycle includes:

v' Concrete Experience

v Reflective Observation

v" Abstract Conceptualization
v" Active Experimentation

Language learning becomes more
meaningful when students use language in
authentic situations rather than merely
studying linguistic forms. Examples include:
v Field visits
Community projects
Cultural immersion activities

Interviews

ASEENEENERN

Story collection projects
Experiential learning is particularly
valuable in Indian language education
because it connects language instruction
with cultural and social realities.
Humanistic Approaches to
Language Learning: Humanistic education
focuses on learners' holistic development,
including and

emotional, social,

psychological dimensions. Humanistic
pedagogy emphasises:

v' Learner autonomy

v' Self-expression

v" Personal growth
v

Emotional well-being
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v Positive classroom relationships

Language learning is a deeply
personal process shaped by motivation,
confidence, and identity. Teachers adopting
humanistic approaches create supportive
environments that encourage creativity,
risk-taking, and meaningful communication.

Multilingual and Translanguaging

Perspectives: Recent developments in
language pedagogy increasingly recognise
multilingualism as a valuable educational
resource. Traditional approaches often
treated languages as separate systems.
Contemporary theories acknowledge that
multilingual individuals draw upon their
entire linguistic repertoire when
communicating and learning. The concept
of translanguaging allows learners to utilise
multiple languages strategically to construct
meaning, solve problems, and facilitate
learning. In India's multilingual classrooms,
translanguaging practices may involve:
v' Comparing linguistic structures across
languages
v" Using home languages for
comprehension
v' Discussing concepts through multiple
linguistic resources
v Integrating cultural knowledge from
diverse linguistic traditions
Connectivism and Digital Learning:

The emergence of digital technologies has

given rise to new theories such as
connectivism, proposed by George
Siemens and Stephen Downes.
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Connectivism views learning as creating

and navigating networks of information,

people, and digital resources. Key

principles include:

v" Networked learning

v Information accessibility

v Digital literacy

v' Collaborative knowledge creation
Language learners increasingly

access information  through  online

communities, educational platforms, social
media, and digital resources. Consequently,

pedagogy
incorporate digital competencies alongside

modern  language must
traditional linguistic skills.

Language learning is a multifaceted
that

cultural,

process encompasses cognitive,

social, emotional, and
technological elements, as reflected in the
theoretical underpinnings of contemporary
language teaching. Every theoretical
tradition—from behaviourism and cognitive
theories to constructivism, sociocultural
viewpoints, communicative approaches,
multilingual pedagogies, and digital learning
frameworks—offers insightful perspectives
on language acquisition and instruction.
These viewpoints

provide a strong

framework for creating learner-centred,

inclusive, culturally sensitive, and

technologically = enhanced educational
experiences for teaching Indian languages.
By using these foundations, teachers can
develop dynamic learning settings that
communicative

promote competence,
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critical thinking, multilingual awareness,
cultural appreciation, and lifelong learning,
moving beyond conventional transmission-
based approaches. This approach is
essential to ensure that Indian languages
remain vibrant, relevant, and accessible in
an increasingly interconnected and rapidly
changing world.
Research Methodology

This

conceptual method that relies mainly on a

research article uses a
thorough review and critical analysis of
existing scholarly literature. The study

draws on books, peer-reviewed journal

articles, research reports, policy
documents, and respected educational
resources covering Indian-language

education, multilingual pedagogy, learner-

centred approaches, communicative
language teaching, digital learning, blended
learning, artificial intelligence, and
technology-mediated language instruction.
It focuses on the recommendations of the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and
their implications for mother-tongue-based
and multilingual education. The qualitative
review helps the

study identify

developments, recurring  pedagogical

concerns, innovations, and challenges
linked to teaching Indian languages. Rather
than creating new statistical data, the article
combines existing theoretical and scholarly
views to build a thorough understanding of

how modern pedagogies can meet India's
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linguistic, cultural, technological, and
educational diversity (Agnihotri, 2014).
Methodologically, the article reads
as a review study guided by systematic
The article

identifies, sorts, critically examines, and

literature-review principles.

thematically synthesises relevant literature

under topics such as learner-centred
pedagogy, constructivist learning,
communicative approaches, multilingual

education, experiential and collaborative

learning, digital technologies, artificial
intelligence, and culturally responsive
pedagogy. The analysis wuses an

interpretive approach to compare old and
new pedagogical practices and to spot
areas that existing research has not fully
explored. This study is not an investigation
because it does not gather primary data via
questionnaires, interviews, classroom
observations, experiments or achievement
tests. Instead, it aims to create an integrated
view of teaching Indian languages by
combining insights from current research
and educational policy (Mishra & Koehler
2006). The methodology thus provides a
basis for identifying research gaps and
suggesting  pathways for inclusive,
technology-supported, communicative, and
culturally  responsive Indian-language
education.

Need for Modern Pedagogy in Indian
Language Education: Several factors
necessitate adopting modern pedagogical

approaches in Indian language education.
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Changing Leamer Profiles: Because of
early exposure to multimedia environments,
today's learners are digital natives. Their
interest and participation often drop in
traditional lecture-based teaching.

Development of Communicative

Competence: People who can
communicate successfully in a variety of
circumstances are essential to modern
Thus,

must blend listening, speaking, reading, and

civilisations. language instruction
writing.

Promotion of Critical Thinking:
Language learning should involve more
than memorisation; it should also include
analysis, interpretation, evaluation, and
innovation. Modern teaching encourages

students to interact critically with texts and

concepts.
Inclusivity and Diversity:
Contemporary classrooms comprise

students from diverse linguistic, cultural,
and socioeconomic backgrounds. Inclusive
pedagogical practices ensure equitable
learning opportunities for all students.
Alignment with Educational
Reforms: The objectives of NEP 2020
emphasise

experiential learning,

multilingualism, and competency

development. Modern pedagogy aligns
closely with these educational priorities.
Learner-Centered Approaches in Teaching
Indian Languages

Activity-Based Learning: Activity-

based learning places students at the
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center of the educational process. Learning
occurs through participation in meaningful
activities rather than passive listening.
Examples include:

v Story completion exercises

Language games

Vocabulary puzzles

Group projects

NSRNER NN

Creative writing activities
These activities enhance motivation
and retention while promoting language
proficiency.
Collaborative Learning:
Collaborative learning encourages students
to work together to achieve common
learning goals. Peer interaction facilitates
language  acquisition by  providing
opportunities for authentic communication.
Group reviews,

discussions, peer

cooperative  storyteling, and team

presentations foster both linguistic and
social skills.

Inquiry-Based Learning: Inquiry-
based learning promotes curiosity and
independent thinking. Students investigate
questions, gather information, and construct
knowledge through exploration. Language
teachers can encourage inquiry through
research projects on local culture, literature,
folklore, and linguistic traditions.

Experiential Learning: Experiential

learning emphasises learning through direct

experience. Field visits, community
engagement, interviews, and cultural
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immersion activities enable students to use
language in authentic contexts.
Task-Based Language Teaching:
Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT)
represents a significant innovation in
modern language pedagogy. It focuses on
than

language forms. Examples of tasks include:

meaningful tasks rather isolated
v Conducting interviews
v' Writing newspaper reports
v' Preparing travel guides
v' Organizing debates
v' Creating podcasts
Project-Based Learning in Indian Language
Classrooms

Language education and practical
problem-solving are combined in project-
based learning. Students work on long-term
that

and

projects require  investigation,

teamwork, presentation. Some
examples are:

v" Documenting local folklore

v" Recording oral histories

v' Creating digital storybooks

v" Producing language magazines

v' Developing community  language
archives

Project-based learning encourages

interdisciplinary connections and
meaningful language use:
Translanguaging and Multilingual
Pedagogy: Contemporary language
instruction increasingly acknowledges the

importance of translanguaging techniques.
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Translanguaging is the deliberate use of

several languages to promote
communication and learning. Students in
multilingual Indian schools frequently use all
of their language skills to create meaning.
Teachers can use linguistic diversity as a
teaching tool instead of banning multiple
languages. Advantages consist of:

v" Improved comprehension
Increased participation

Enhanced confidence

Greater inclusivity

AN NN

Stronger cognitive flexibility

Multilingual pedagogy reflects the
linguistic realities of Indian society and
promotes educational equity.

Digital Pedagogy and Technology-
Enhanced Language Learning:
Unprecedented technology developments
in the twenty-first century have changed
educational processes worldwide. Because
digital technologies offer creative ways to
improve instructional effectiveness and
student engagement, language education
has been among the most affected fields.
Digital pedagogy offers chances for Indian
languages to preserve linguistic heritage,
increase access to educational resources,
and improve language acquisition. The term
"digital pedagogy" describes how digital
technologies are incorporated into teaching
and learning processes to support
individualised, interactive, and collaborative

learning. Digital pedagogy emphasises
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student autonomy, adaptability, and

interactivity more than traditional teaching

approaches (Mishra & Koehler, 2006).
Mobile-Assisted

Learning: Mobile devices have become

Language

ubiquitous among learners across India.
Smartphones and tablets facilitate access
to language-learning applications,
dictionaries, educational videos, podcasts,
and interactive exercises. Mobile-assisted
language learning offers several
advantages:

v Learning anytime and anywhere

Personalized learning experiences

v

v Immediate feedback
v Enhanced learner motivation
v

Increased access to authentic
language materials
Applications designed for Indian

languages help learners improve
vocabulary, pronunciation, grammar, and
reading comprehension through interactive
activities.

Multimedia Learning: Multimedia
resources such as videos, animations,
audio recordings, and digital storytelling
tools enrich language instruction by
engaging multiple senses. Teachers can
utilise:

v" Recorded folk tales

v Literary dramatizations
v" Documentary films

v' Educational podcasts
v

Interactive presentations
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Multimedia learning  enhances

comprehension  while  accommodating
diverse learning styles.
Virtual

learning

Leaming Environments:

Online platforms enable

synchronous and asynchronous

communication teachers and

Virtual

among

learners. classrooms facilitate
discussions, collaborative projects, peer
feedback,

COVID-19 pandemic demonstrated the

and resource sharing. The

importance  of digital platforms in
maintaining educational continuity. Virtual
learning environments continue to play a
significant role in expanding access to
education, particularly in geographically
remote areas.
Digital Storytelling: Digital
storytelling combines traditional narrative
practices with modern technological tools.
Students create stories using text, images,
audio, and video elements. Digital
storytelling promotes:
v Creative expression
Language proficiency
Cultural awareness

v
v
v" Technological literacy
v

Collaborative learning

In Indian language classrooms,
students can document local histories,
cultural traditions, and community

experiences through digital narratives.
Artificial Intelligence and Indian Language
Education
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Artificial Intelligence (Al) is rapidly

transforming  educational  landscapes
worldwide.  Al-powered  tools  offer
innovative  possibilities for language
instruction by providing personalised

support, adaptive learning pathways, and
immediate feedback.

Personalised Learning: Al systems
analyse learner performance and adapt
instructional content to individual needs.
Students receive customised exercises that
address and

specific strengths

weaknesses. Personalised learning
contributes to:
v Improved learning outcomes
v" Increased learner engagement
v Efficient skill development
v" Enhanced learner confidence
Intelligent Tutoring Systems: Al-
driven tutoring systems simulate one-on-
one instruction by providing guidance,
explanations, and corrective feedback.
These systems help learners develop
linguistic competence at their own pace.
Speech Recognition Technologies:
Speech recognition software helps learners
improve pronunciation and oral
communication skills. These technologies
are especially valuable for language
learners with limited opportunities for
conversational practice.

Machine Translation and Language

Resources: Advancements in machine
translation have improved access to
multilingual content. While translation
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technologies should not replace language
learning, they can support comprehension
and facilitate multilingual communication. Al
also helps develop digital corpora, lexicons,
that

research and language preservation.

and linguistic databases support

Teaching Literature through Modern
Pedagogy

Literature is a key component of
language instruction. Literary texts offer
chances to improve critical thinking,
linguistic proficiency, cultural awareness,
and aesthetic appreciation. Textual analysis
and  memorisation

were  frequently

prioritised in traditional methods. Modern

pedagogy promotes learner-centred,
participatory  approaches to literary
education.

Reader-Response Pedagogy:

Reader-response theory emphasises the

active role readers play in creating
meaning. Pupils are encouraged to interpret
books according to their cultural origins,
experiences, and viewpoints. Activities in
the classroom could include:
v" Reflective journals
v’ Literature circles
v" Group discussions
v' Creative reinterpretations
v' Comparative analyses

Drama-Based Pedagogy: Drama
activities enable students to engage actively
with literary texts through performance and
role-play. Benefits include:

v Improved speaking skills
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v' Enhanced comprehension
v Greater emotional engagement
v Increased confidence

Digital
Technology

Literary Engagement:

facilitates innovative

approaches to literary study through:

v Online discussion forums

v" Multimedia annotations

v' Virtual literary exhibitions

v' Digital archives

v Collaborative reading platforms
These tools encourage deeper

engagement with literary texts while

fostering digital literacy.

Assessment and Evaluation in Modern
Language Pedagogy

Assessment is an integral
component of language education.
Contemporary approaches emphasise

assessment for learning rather than merely
assessment of learning.

Formative Assessment. Formative
assessment involves ongoing evaluation
throughout the learning process. Examples
include:

v' Classroom observations
Peer assessment
Self-assessment

v
v
v' Learning journals
v Portfolio evaluation

These methods provide valuable
feedback that

improvement.

supports  continuous
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Performance-Based Assessment:
Performance-based assessments evaluate
learners' ability to apply language skills in
authentic contexts. Examples include:

v" Oral presentations
Storytelling
Interviews

Debates

AN NERN

Project reports

Such assessments reflect real-world

language use more accurately than
traditional examinations.
Portfolio Assessment: Language

portfolios document learners' progress over
time by collecting samples of their work.
Portfolios encourage:
v Reflection
v' Self-directed learning
v' Goal setting
v" Continuous development
Technology-Enabled Assessment:
Digital assessment  tools facilitate
immediate feedback, automated scoring,
and data-driven instructional decisions.
Online quizzes, e-portfolios, and learning
analytics contribute to more effective
evaluation practices.
Teacher Education and Professional
Development
Teachers are central to successfully
implementing modern pedagogical
approaches. Effective language education

requires educators who possess both
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linguistic expertise and pedagogical
competence.

Pedagogical Knowledge: Teachers
must understand contemporary theories of
language acquisition, multilingual
education, and learner-centered instruction.

Technological Competence: Digital
pedagogy

educational technologies. Teachers should

necessitates proficiency in

be trained to integrate digital tools
meaningfully into language instruction.
Reflective

their

Reflective  Practice:
practitioners continually evaluate
teaching methods and seek opportunities to
improve. Professional development
programs should encourage:

v Action research

v Peer collaboration

v Professional learning communities
v' Continuous training

Cultural Competence: Language

teachers must appreciate linguistic and

cultural diversity. Culturally responsive
teaching fosters inclusive learning
environments and supports diverse
learners.

National Education Policy 2020 and

Language Education

An important change in Indian
education is the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020. It strongly emphasises holistic
learning, mother-tongue education, and
multilingualism. The policy acknowledges

that during their early years, children learn
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best in languages they are comfortable with.
As a result, it suggests mother-tongue or
regional language training up to and
including Grade 5.

Implications for Indian Language
Teaching: The policy promotes:
v Multilingual education
Experiential learning
Competency-based curricula

Technology integration

AN NERN

Inclusive education

These recommendations  align
closely with modern pedagogical principles
and offer opportunities to revitalise Indian
language education.
Challenges in Teaching Indian
Languages with Modern Pedagogy: Despite
considerable progress, several challenges
continue to affect the implementation of
innovative pedagogical practices.
Infrastructure Constraints: Many
educational institutions face shortages of
internet
Such

adoption  of

technological resources,

connectivity, and digital devices.

limitations  hinder the
technology-enhanced learning approaches.
The

modern

Teacher Preparedness:

successful implementation of

pedagogy depends upon adequately
trained teachers. Many educators require
additional support to integrate innovative

methodologies effectively.

Linguistic Diversity: While
multilingualism offers significant
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advantages, it also creates challenges for

curriculum  development, instructional

materials, and assessment practices.
Resource  Availability:  Several

Indian languages lack sufficient digital

content, educational software, and
contemporary instructional materials.

Assessment Practices:
Examination-oriented educational systems
often  prioritise = memorisation  over
communicative competence and critical
thinking. Meaningful pedagogical reform
requires  corresponding changes in
assessment frameworks.

Social and Linguistic Hierarchies:
The prestige associated with dominant
languages, particularly English, sometimes
marginalises and

regional indigenous

languages. Educational policies must

address such inequalities while promoting

linguistic diversity.

Opportunities for Strengthening Indian
Language Education
Although challenges persist,

significant opportunities remain to advance
language education.

Development of Digital Resources:
Governments, universities, and educational

organisations can collaborate to create

high-quality digital resources for Indian
languages.
Open Educational Resources:

Open-access educational materials can
expand learning opportunities and reduce

access barriers.
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Community Participation:
Community engagement can strengthen
language preservation efforts by connecting
educational institutions with local linguistic
traditions.
Interdisciplinary Learning:
Language education can be integrated with
history, culture, environmental studies, and
digital literacy to create meaningful learning
experiences.
Innovation:

Research and

Continued research into  multilingual

education, language acquisition, and

educational  technology can inform
evidence-based pedagogical practices.
Key Findings and Analysis

The analysis shows that learner-
centred pedagogy is one of the key shifts
needed in teaching Indian languages.
Traditional approaches that rely mainly on
memorisation, grammar-translation,
textbook dependence, and teacher-centred
instruction offer limited opportunities for
and active

meaningful communication

participation. Contemporary approaches

such as communicative language teaching,

constructivist learning, collaborative

learning, experiential learning, project-

based learning and task-based instruction

can make language Ilearning more
interactive  and purposeful. These
approaches encourage learner-centred

pedagogy that uses language in authentic
contexts rather than treating it as a set of

grammatical rules. The findings further
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indicate that responsive pedagogy is
especially important in the Indian context
because language is tightly linked to

regional histories, traditions, identities, oral

narratives, literature, and community

practices. Integrating cultural materials, folk
traditions, indigenous knowledge, stories,
songs and everyday communicative
contexts can therefore strengthen both
linguistic  competence and  cultural
awareness.

A second major finding concerns the
potential and

of digital technologies

emerging educational tools in Indian-

language teaching. Digital platforms,

multimedia resources, educational
applications, online repositories, interactive
exercises, and

speech technologies

artificial intelligence can give learners
access to language-learning materials and
personalised learning experiences.
Technology can also support multimodal
learning by combining text, audio, video,
images, and interactive activities, thereby
supporting different learning preferences
and proficiency levels. However, the
analysis suggests that digital technologies
should facilitate learning rather than replace
teachers or meaningful human interaction.
The effectiveness of technology-mediated
language education depends on teachers'
digital

competence, the availability of

Indian-language resources, appropriate

technological infrastructure and the

linguistic accuracy and cultural sensitivity of
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digital content. Artificial intelligence offers
possibilities for feedback, conversational
practice, content creation, translation help,
and language assessment, but its use also
raises concerns about accuracy, bias, data
and the

less-resourced

privacy,  overdependence,
marginalisation of
languages (Cummins, 2000).

The third major finding is that

pedagogy
multilingual,

effective modern language

requires an integrated,

inclusive, and culturally

than

grounded

framework rather isolated
technological or pedagogical innovations.
The analysis highlights a continuing gap
between the acknowledgment of India's
and the

availability of suitable teaching materials,

linguistic  diversity practical

trained teachers, digital resources and

pedagogical models for many Indian

languages. Mother-tongue-based

multilingual education can provide a

foundation for developing conceptual
understanding and strengthening learners'
linguistic identities, while additional Indian
and global languages can broaden
educational and professional opportunities
(Mishra & Koehler 2006). The findings
therefore suggest that modern
pedagogy

learner-centred

Indian-

language should combine

instruction, multilingual
approaches, experiential and collaborative
learning, digital and Al-assisted resources,
continuous assessment, and responsive

content. Such an integrated approach can
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improve competence, learner autonomy,
creativity, and engagement while also

helping preserve and revitalise India's

linguistic heritage.

Future Directions in Indian Language

Pedagogy
Technological innovation, policy
reforms, and evolving educational

philosophies will likely shape the future of

Indian language education. Several

emerging trends warrant attention:
Adaptive

Artificial

support personalised learning experiences

Learning Systems:

intelligence  will increasingly
tailored to individual learner needs.
Virtual

Immersive

and Augmented Reality:

technologies can create
authentic language-learning environments

that simulate cultural and communicative

contexts.
Gamification: Educational games
and interactive platforms can enhance

learner engagement and motivation.

Data-Driven Instruction: Learning
analytics will enable educators to make
informed instructional decisions based on
learner performance data.

Inclusive and Multilingual
Frameworks: Future pedagogical models

are likely to embrace linguistic diversity

more comprehensively through
translanguaging and multilingual
instructional strategies.

Preservation of Endangered

Languages: Digital technologies can
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support documentation, archiving, and
revitalisation efforts for endangered and
indigenous languages.
Conclusion
Teaching Indian languages is
essential because language carries culture,
identity, history, and communal memory, in
addition

communication.

to serving as a means of
Effective language
instruction fosters intellectual growth, social
inclusion, cultural preservation, and national
integration in India's multilingual society.
With learner-centered, experiential, task-
based,

project-based, and multilingual

approaches, modern pedagogy offers
transformative possibilities. While meeting
the needs of a wide range of learners, these
approaches promote communicative skills,
critical thinking, creativity, teamwork, and
meaningful involvement.

While digital technology and artificial
intelligence open up new possibilities for
individualised and accessible learning, the
National Education Policy 2020 offers a
solid framework for multilingual and mother-
education.

tongue-based However,

successful implementation requires

investment in curriculum development,

inclusive assessment, technology

infrastructure, and teacher training.
Teachers and legislators may ensure that
Indian languages continue to thrive as
dynamic tools of knowledge, creativity,
and social

cultural awareness,

transformation in the twenty-first century by
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balancing pedagogical innovation with

India's rich linguistic legacy.
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